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EducAid Foreign Volunteer Pre-Visit Questionnaire

The purpose of this questionnaire is to help anybody thinking about coming out as a volunteer. Sierra Leone is a beautiful country but living in it may present unexpected challenges.  Volunteering is a wonderful thing to do but it is easy to have idealistic hopes for your period of service and some of them may not match the reality.  This questionnaire looks at the difficult side of volunteering.  That does not mean it is all negative.  There are lots of positive aspects.  We hope that this will help you to think about your motivations and to decide whether this is really for you or not.  We hope too that it will help you avoid getting yourself into difficult or untenable situations if you do decide to come.

We hope that when you read through these questions you will be even more willing to come over and share your gifts and experience with EducAid and that you will find your time rewarding and exciting.

1 Why do I want to volunteer with EducAid?

2 Why EducAid not any other organisation?

3 Why Sierra Leone not any other country?

4 What do I expect to get out of my time volunteering with EducAid?

5 What gifts/experience do I have to give and contribute in EducAid?

6 What things at home are difficult?

7 Am I trying to escape from difficult things at home?

8 Am I ready to make a commitment to work for a particular period of time?

9 Am I ready to see myself as part of a team and work to build team spirit and cooperation?

10 Am I ready to be a reliable member of the team?
11 Am I able to love, respect and serve people with a completely different culture from my own?

12 Am I able to learn from those I have come to serve?
13 What will I do if a new Sierra Leonean friend I trust steals from me or lets me down?

14 What will I do when I feel lonely?

15 What will I do when I feel homesick?
16 Am I able to cope with my motives and intentions being misunderstood by those I have come to serve?
17 Am I able to spend the period in Sierra Leone without an exclusive or sexual relationship?

18 What will I do if approached by a Sierra Leonean wanting an exclusive or sexual relationship?

19 What will I do if I find that a friendship with a Sierra Leonean might be developing towards becoming an exclusive or sexual relationship?
20 Can I live on less than £100 per month. [A SL teacher earns approximately £100 or less]

21 If I am a smoker, can I ensure I am never ever seen smoking by a Sierra Leonean student?
22 What do I think I could learn from being with EducAid and in Sierra Leone?

23 What do my family and friends think of my volunteering with EducAid?

24 Am I able to take responsibility for myself financially for the period?

25 Am I able to be emotionally independent enough to have something to give?

26 Am I able to live with very basic conditions, unwanted insects, limited range of food choices, possible upset stomachs, and difficult public transport and still have something to give?
27 Which of the following words most closely corresponds to my expectations of my period with EducAid? adventure; challenge; service; excitement; solitude; escape; hard work; experience; discovery; other.
Signed:
………………………………………………………….
Date:

…………………








