
Standing Order Form – Complete & send to:  
EducAid, PO Box 27143, Edinburgh, EH10 9AW, UK. 
 
To: The Manager (bank name & address) 
......................................................................... 
......................................................................... 
Full name: ....................................................... 
Address: .......................................................... 
......................................................................... 
......................................................................... 
Post code: ....................................................... 
 
Email: ..................................... 
 
Please pay ‘The Trust for Christian Education in 
Sierra Leone’ £............... each month / quarter / year 
until further notice and debit  
my account no:.. ............................................. 
Bank sort code: ............................................... 
Starting date: .................................................. 
 
Payment to EducAid Sierra Leone  
a/c no: 80280100,  
Sort code: 20-10-53 
Barclays Bank,  
Bloomsbury & Tottenham Court Rd branch,  
Bloomsbury & Chancery Lane Group 
PO Box: 11345,  
London W12 8GG  
 
e.g. £40 pays for a little girl’s starter kit:  
her own box-seat with toiletries, stationery, bedding 
and crockery. 
 
e.g. £10 per month pays for her accommodation, 
education and food. 
 
One off donations can also be made through our 
website: www.educaid.org.uk 
 

EducAid and Women 
EducAid runs the only free secondary schools in 
Sierra Leone and our target has always been to have 
an equal number of boys and girls in all our schools.  
This proved impossible until we introduced our catch 
up programme for girls: The Women’s Project.  The 
WP works with girls of all ages and standards who are 
beyond primary age but have not effectively finished 
their primary education.  However long it takes: 2 
weeks or 2 years, a girl can stay in the women’s 
project working on basic skill acquisition until she is 
competent and confident to enter the mainstream 
secondary school. 

The Women’s Project has been 
very successful at getting 
girls into school but we still 
see a lot of underachievement 
due to low self esteem, low 
expectations and social and 

family pressure.  To address these issues we now have 
a Girl Power Group, which teaches girls and young 
women about their rights and seeks to enable them to 
achieve more completely. 
The Girls Safe House aims to address these issues at 
an even earlier stage and pre-empt the problem 
before low self-regard is allowed to take root. 
 
Want to help? 
We need: 

• Donations – see the Standing Order & Gift 
Aid Forms incorporated into this brochure 

• Volunteers – strong women to be live in house 
mothers in the home – see the volunteering 
pages on the website: www.educaid.org.uk or 
email Miriam@educaid.org.uk  

• Materials: nice things to equip the house 
with; clothes, toiletries, starter kits [see 
suggestion on previous column] – please 
contact Miriam@educaid.org.uk  

 

Girls Safe House 
Maronka 

 

 
 
 

 
 

EducAid Sierra Leone is a charity helping to improve 
education in Sierra Leone.  

Registered charity no. 1048012 
Patron: Alex Ross, formerly of St James, Muswell Hill 

 

Aunty K dreams of 
being a teacher, one 
day.   
Teachers are her 
heroes.  They have 
saved her from a 
life of kitchen 
drudgery and now 
they are teaching 
her to read, write 
and play. 

• A home where respect, beauty, affection, order 
and love are the norm. 

 
• A home where the little girls that attend EducAid 

Maronka Primary School can live. 
 
• A home where girls are safe: mentally, emotionally 

and physically. 
 
• A home where girls can learn to be women: strong, 

competent and confident women able to take 
their place in the building of 21st century Sierra 
Leonean society. 

 



The context 
Sierra Leone ranks 100 out 102 on the Social 
Institutions Gender Index [SIGI] because of 
statistics like: 
• 47 per cent of girls between 15 and 19 years of 

age are married, divorced or widowed. 
• Between 80 and 90 per cent of women are 

circumcised. 
• 77 per cent of Sierra Leonean women think that 

gift marriage is acceptable. 
• 9.5 per cent of women [20.4 per cent of men] 

have secondary education or above. 
The above statistics add up to an environment where 
it is extremely hard for any girl to achieve her full 
potential in any aspect of life and thus overall as a 
woman. 
There is little or nothing in the life of an average 
little Sierra Leonean girl to make her feel of value. 
 
The aim 
The purpose of the Girls Safe House in Maronka is to 
provide a home in which girls who would otherwise be 
vulnerable to a wide variety of emotional, mental and 
physical threats, can grow up strong in spirit, mind 
and body so they can live their lives to the full and 
contribute fully to society.  
 
Specifically, who will live in the safe house? 
Maronka is a tiny village of approximately 20 adults, 2 
miles from Port Loko in the north of Sierra Leone. 
EducAid has a small primary school in Maronka of 180 
children, of which 30 + stay in the village but are not 
originally from there.  15 of them are girls.  There are 
also a number of girls who walk long distances to come 
to school each day from the surrounding area.  
This home will accommodate the 15 little girls who 
currently live scattered across the village, many of 
the village girls themselves and will provide the 
opportunity for many others from distant villages to 
stay at least during the week. 

Little girls like: 
Isatu, who we found living 
on the beach and hungry.  
She had run away from a 
difficult and very deprived 
home situation and had 
never been to school.  She 
had learned to survive on 
the streets and some of her 
habits were not great.  Now, 
she is catching up at school 
and is a much-loved member of the village community 
– a changed young woman on the way to being 
somebody. 
 

Mariama was kitchen skivvy 
to a family in Freetown; a 
difficult little miss who did 
the opposite of everything 
she was asked to do and got 
herself a regular beating as 
a result.  Taken to Maronka 
to start school, at long last, 
she is now a delightful little 
girl responding to love far 
better than she ever did to 

violence.  She is nearly always top of her class. 
 
Binta was left to bring 
herself up at 2 when her 
mother was sent to prison.  
She has clearly been 
seriously neglected for the 
best part of her little life.  
She had a heart-breaking 
habit of throwing herself 
into the arms of all visitors, 
seeking a bit of love and 
attention.  She speaks now, though, and is starting to 
hold her own with her new playmates. 

Gift Aid Declaration - Complete & send to: 
EducAid, PO Box 27143, Edinburgh, EH10 9AW, UK. 
Title: ................................................. 
Surname: ...............................................  
Address: ............................................... 
..........................................................
..............................................  
Post Code:.................. 
I would like the charity to treat all donations I have 
made since 6th April 2000 and all donations made 
from the date of this declaration until further notice, 
as Gift Aid donations. 
Signed:.................................................. 
Date: ................................................... 
 
Email: ................................................  
 
Notes:  
1 You can cancel this declaration at any time by 

contacting the charity  
2 You must pay an amount of income tax and / or 

capital tax at least equal to the tax that the 
charity reclaims on your donations in the tax 
year (currently 28p for each £1 you give) 

3 If in the future your circumstances change and 
you no longer pay tax on your income and 
capital gains equal to the tax that the charity 
reclaims, you can cancel you declaration. 

4 If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim 
further tax relief in your self-assessment, tax 
return. 

5 If you are unsure whether your donations 
qualify for Gift Aid tax relief, ask the charity, 
or ask your local tax office for leaflet IR 113 
Gift Aid. 

 
Please notify us if you change your address. 

 
	
  


