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So what has happened over the last few months? 
This year, a strong partnership has evolved 
between EducAid and another organisation called 
Make it Happen (MIH).  MIH build schools and 
EducAid run them: the perfect team. And so it has 
proved to be:  EducAid took over the running of 
four newly built MIH primary schools in January 
2014, taking the number of children benefitting 
directly from EducAid high quality teaching and 
learning to over 3000, across nine sites.  This is an 
exciting development.  When schools open in the 
new academic year, EducAid will take on the 
running of an additional two newly built MIH Junior 
Secondary Schools.  
  
In addition, our outreach teacher training 
programmes are growing and we expect to be able 
to demonstrate to the Ministry of Education and 
other key partners that our intervention and the 
building of a network of partner schools can bring 
significant change to the experience and outcomes 
for many Sierra Leonean children.  We trained 
teachers from 30 primary schools from across Sierra 
Leone this academic year and expect to be able to 
double those numbers in the coming year. 
  
One of our significant challenges is how to help our 
secondary school graduates move on into tertiary 
education.  We have accordingly been very excited 
to start delivering our first tertiary level 
course.  We started a Certificate Level course in 
Leadership.  This will be accredited by the 
University of Makeni which also hopes to build the 
course up to degree level over the following three  

 

 

years.  This presents a wonderful opportunity for 
our young people to get a degree at an affordable 
price and with ensured high standards.  Both of 
these are elusive to Sierra Leonean students 
seeking tertiary level education through the 
mainstream routes. 
  

 

All was going swimmingly!  Opportunities for 
development and for real impact on thousands of 
Sierra Leonean children; putting into practice our 
belief that education destroys poverty.  And 
then…..ebola! 
  
In early 2014 the first rumours of ebola in the West 
African sub-region were heard.  It is clearly a nasty 
disease but at the same time, if basic precautions 
are taken, quite containable.  EducAid works in the 
North and West of Sierra Leone.  Ebola was far 
from us, with epicentres in the South and East.  
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The State of Emergency was declared on 
1st August, when all gathering was banned, 
including public exams, schools, classes of any sort 
and colleges. It took the death of the only Sierra 
Leonean virologist to get Freetown’s 
attention. ‘Surely, ebola is an ‘up-country’ 
problem.  It can never reach us in Freetown!’  Only 
now it has, and it's getting worse!  Now, there is 
one district only that has been untouched...  

We would have thought that ebola would be quite 
containable, but this is basing our assumptions on 
how an educated population will behave; on how a 
population that has respect for its doctors will 
behave.  Lack of education is killing many. Now 
we are all reaping the consequences. 
  
Ebola has come closer; now EducAid has 
quarantined houses within 100m of one school 
compound and within easy reach of two 
others.  Two months ago none of us knew actual 
people who had been affected.  Now, we all know 
some. 
 
There are those who are hiding ill people and living 
with them until they too are infected.  There are 
still people that believe ebola does not 
exist.  There are still people able to escape from 
quarantined houses due to insufficient and 
incompetent security.  
  
The advice is has not changed and the means of 
transmission are still the same.  We are still very 
unlikely to get ill if we follow the basic rules but 
we feel considerably more vulnerable than we did. 
  
Meanwhile, are there constructive things we can do 
to reduce the impact of this latest trauma? 
EducAidians are not health workers and do not 
have the expertise to go on to the front line.  We 
do however have the expertise to provide high 
quality education.   While schools remain shut, 
thousands of would-be-school-going children are 
confined to their homes with no access to their 
teachers or any learning materials.  EducAid 
teachers are already busy making educational audio 
programmes to give children the means of studying 
at home.  It is hard work but the team have been 

relentlessly recording and editing.  The challenges 
are significant.  The teachers are working in 12 
teams across the country and the recording team 
have to go round and record one programme after 
another.  The technology we have available is 
insufficient and not designed for this size of 
project.  The places that are actually quiet enough 
to record, with no cockerels, goats or children are 
not plentiful! But, the programmes are coming 
together!  We expect to be able to distribute these 
soon. 
  
We are also working with the authorities in the 
most affected areas to help clarify the health status 
of some of the children orphaned by ebola so we 
can provide them with a new home and a future 
secured by education. 
  
We will continue to look for ways of playing our 
role in the rebuilding of the nation after this latest 
disaster.  Whatever else happens after we finally 
get a clean bill of health, education must be at the 
centre of getting us out of our vulnerability to every 
passing problem, waiting to become a disaster. 
  

We understand our role in this outbreak: we are 
not in a position to contain the epidemic or to care 
for the sick, it is our role to make sure that Sierra 
Leone is ready for life after Ebola. We have 
mapped out the 3 steps that we need to take in 
order to achieve safety and security during the 
outbreak, and how we will be able to care for those 
most in need immediately afterwards and in to the 
long term. 
 
If you haven't seen it yet, we have begun a blog 
that covers all the ways in which we are protecting 
ourselves from Ebola, 
how we perceive the situation being handled by the 
local and international communities, and how we 
are planning for the future. The blog is being 
updated on a very regular basis so, if you want to 
find out what is really going on in Sierra Leone, do 
go and look at it for yourself: 
 
We are working together for a life #AfterEbola. 
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